
Minutes of CONA tvleeting
Seplember '16, 1998 7:00 P.M.
Mcoloskey Room, City Hell
Bloomington, lndiana

Directors Present.
Peterwnght Lany Crewell
Eugene Faitz Fran Moore
Bill Boese David Walter
Pat Aungst tularjorie Hudgins
Chns Smith Merk Hood

Guests: Ch.is Mccuire-Hastings, BUEz

BillSturbaum
Carl Pric€
Sue Mayer
Sue Shapiro

lmportant Dates:
Next NAG meeting is scheduled for November6 at 8:30 a.m.
Nen CONA Meeting is Novembe|l8 at 7 00 p.m.

Minutes ot the Augusl 19, '1998 meetrng were app.oved.

1. Finandal Report: There is a balance of $704.30 in the checkrng accounl. One check was
written for $15.30 to pay for the printing of checks.

2 Bill Slurbaum reported thai the Mayo/s offce would fund the registration fees for two CONA
Directors to atlend the Regional Neighbofiood Association Conference in Lexinglon, KY on
October'l and 2. David Walter will be attending. Bill Sturbaum asked if anyone else was
interested in going. There being no rcsponse, lhen Bill Sturbaum asked ifthe CONA
Directors would support David Waliels expenses for the motel room. Cad Pdce moved and
Bill Boese seconded a motron to reimburse David Walteis expenses up to $200 fortravel,
lodging and meals.

3. The IRS has sent a letter to CONA requesling more information about the organization's
puDoses. Theae is a hsl of 20 questions to be answered. Most of the questions ask about
the organization's political actNities, such as lobbying govemmental ofllcials and donating
funds to political campaigns. Chris l\4ccuire-Hastings volunteered to assin Bi Stuftaum in
answering the IRS's questions-

4. The progrem for Ihe November meeling may include a presentation from the lndianapolis
Greenways. The CSX raikoad right of way is available for purchase fom Ellettwille to the
easl side of Bloomingiton. Cook, lnc. has given some funds to set up a non-profrl agenry to
purchase or develop the right of way. Bill Sturbaum will inves'ligate this rumor further.

5. A brochure from the lndianapolE Leadershrp Academy. The Ac€demy ls funded by a grant

from Lilly Foundation. The Academy may be able to assist CONA in training.

6. The nerl NAG meeting will be held on Friday, October 9. Al the lest meeting, il wes decided

that NAG is the besl forum tor the city to present new proposals to the neighborhood

associations. The exchenge of information about cdy initiatives before they are formelized

should be of benefit to both. PeterWright said lhat at our lasl meetjng he leamed that Susie

Johnson sends an e-mail summary of her meeting notes to th€ mayo/s offce'

7. Stom Drainage: The new fee for stom drainage work will appear on our next water brll' The

City Utilities w;nE to raise $6 million for repairs to the downtown storm drainage syslem Bill

B;;se seid that there is no incentive to study drainege problems though out the city HAND

n"J $iS,ooo in tn"i, urdget (lo be funded hom the general fund ot the oty), but lhe funds

were reiislributed to oth;r requesls. The Diredors agreed thal slorm dreinage problems



occur in all neighbodroods, not only the downtown area. Fran Moore commenied that the
town was burll as if il were on llal ground with no consideration for retenlion ponds. David
Walter stated thet his neEhborhood had two siorm waler retention ponds, but neither ofthem
holds water when it rains. Bill Boese and David Walter agreed lhat meetings wlth city ofiidals
on lhis problem have nol been effective. As new developrnenls occur rn the city, more area
is paved and the flooding gels worse.

E. Reports from the neighborhood associations:

lvlajorie Hudgins said that they had discussed with Nancy Heistand preseNation of historic
homes that happen to be used as rentals in their neighborhood. They wanted lo know what
pfograms are available to landlords lo assist them rn the upkeep and maintenance of their
structures- I\rajorie estimaled that 90% of the homes in her neighbofiood are rental units.

There being no funher discussion, the meeting adjoined at 8:30 p.m.


